
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Cleveland Chamber Symphony 
 
  
Your Project Title: NESonicFest 5 - An annual Northeast Ohio New Music Festival 

Your Project Summary: The Grammy Award-winning Cleveland Chamber Symphony (CCS) will host our 

fifth annual NEOSonicFest – a Northeast Ohio New Music Festival, April 6–15, 2018, featuring 

performances from various new music groups at venues around greater Cleveland. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: No 

Comment: Cleveland Chamber Symphony has been producing their annual NEOSonicFest for five years, 

and they have the experience and expertise to produce the event next year. The applicant’s budget 

responses show that they plan to use the funds for artist fees and they cite the sources for matching dollars. 

They have given more detail on the artist fees. Unfortunately, they also show that the project costs are 

equal to the overall organization budget. That’s not a project. That is general operating support for your 

organization. Additionally, I am concerned about they way they define their community: (1) Performing arts 

audience; (2) Non-performing arts audiences; and (3) Everyone one else. That’s not a community. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The applicant identifies that there is a need to bring the community together and that a festival-

-their festival has the capability to do that. They are clearly of reputable talent working with Grammy Award 

winning artists and with organizations such as the Chamber Symphony and Cleveland Contemporary 

Orchestra. They have even recognized the importance of performing a variety of genres. However, there is 

a lack of understanding of who your audience/community is outside of musicians. Festivals are large scale 

events. Who are you drawing into your festival? There was also mention of a possible ticketing fee. How 

are you as an organization ensuring that the potential fee does not in fact become a barrier for the public 

at large? I believe the applicant has a better grasp on who their audience is, it just wasn't broken down 

quite enough. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: While I do not question the artistry and quality of the festival performances, I did not read any 

acknowledgement of outside stakeholders or community input. If this grant was simply based off of a high-

quality experience, I would not hesitate to award the requested funds. However, the absence of public 

engagements puts the festival at risk of being insular and unresponsive to the greater community needs. 

While the County does boast a large, classically music inclined base, it seems the opportunity to engage 

diverse populations is not being met. Note: Please check the minor inconsistencies with your narrative and 

background information. Two different sections reference the first year of NEOSonicFest (2013 and 2014). 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Thank you for defining the community you wish to serve so well: first the performing arts 

community, then the regularly engaged arts event attendees, and lastly the greater Cleveland population. 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Classical music is not for everyone, so admitting that your goal is first to serve the performing arts 

community with the hopes that you will reach a broader swath of Cleveland residents is a great way to 

articulate that. This application does provide evidence that the funding criteria have been met. The team 

that has been assembled to put on the festival is very impressive. The project goal of engaging 700 

attendees seems attainable. I challenge you to not only gather a headcount but also demographic data and 

qualitative feedback in some way. A simple online or in-person survey can give you great insight in to how 

to increase attendance even more. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application meets the criteria of public benefit. The festival is dedicated to new music and 

composers and features performances in non-traditional venues to reach and include new audiences. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

